THE EMPIRE OF THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY IN THE 18TH CENTURY       5?

After the suppression of the uprising headed by Batyrsha over
50,000 Bashkirs fied to the Kazakh steppes to escape persecution.
Instigated by the tsarist government, the Kazakhs attacked the Bash*
kirs. They killed some of the men and turned the rest over to the tsarist
authorities. This is an example of how the tsarist government incited
one people against another in order to strengthen its hold over them.

14. CENTRAL ASIA IN THE 18TH CENTURY

With the increase in the power of the Uzbek feudal lords, who
acquired vast domains, the Bokhara and Khiva khanates fell into
utter political decline. The feudal lords waged interminable wars
among themselves, ravaging each other's estates and massacring or
leading the people off into captivity. Even such large cities as Samar-
kand, Bokhara and others became almost depopulated. The crafts and
trade were in a state of total decline, the fields were overrun by weeds
and the surviving population starved and scattered in all directions.

In 1740 Shah Nadir of Persia subjugated the Central Asian khanate.
The devastated country was in no condition to offer resistance. The
shah led off to Persia a large number of young men whom he compelled
to serve in his army.

After the departure of the Persian troops the feudal lords of Khiva
renewed their struggle with redoubled energy. Nomad Turkmen tribes
took advantage of the anarchy to raid the settled areas and plunder
the population. The struggle for the restoration of the Khiva khanate
was begun by Mohammed-Emmin, an Uzbek nobleman, who suc-
ceeded in driving off the Turkmen tribes and crushing the opposition of
separate feudal lords. Peace was restored to the country and the people
began to return to their former homes. The immediate descendants of
Mohammed-Emmin founded a new Khiva dynasty.

The Bokhara khanate was restored by Mohammed-Rakhim, who
was also of Uzbek noble origin. Taken prisoner during the campaign
of the Persian shah, he served in his army and was sent by him to
Bokhara as chief satrap. Mohammed-Bakhim ruthlessly crushed all
opposition on the part of the feudal lords. In 1756 he became so power-
ful that be assumed the title of khan an4 founded a new dynasty of
Bokhara khans.

In the second half of the 18th century the Ferghana Valley became
the centre of an independent Kokand khanate.

The consolidation in Central Asia of the Uzbek states, which
defended their national independence against Persia and suppressed'
the local feudal lords, played an important role in, the restoration
of the economic life of these countries. The town? again grew populous
and became centres of the crafts and trade. The increase in trade with
Russia played an important part in the development of the towns.